
Foreword by Indian Minister G.B. Pant to Congress Party publication 

entitled India-China Border Problem, 4 March 1960 (Extract) 

 

The boundary between India and China along its entire length has been well 

known for centuries and is defined by treaty or international agreements or 

recognised by custom and tradition. It follows unchanging natural features 

and is in the main marked out by the Himalayas which are inseparably 

bound up with our frontiers as, since the dawn of our history, they are inter-

woven with the fabric of Indian civilisation. The historic northern frontiers of 

India are so well established that there could be no doubt, except to a mind 

pre-possessed otherwise, as to where the customary boundary lay. No 

Chinese Government called it in question in the past. Even the present 

Chinese Government which came into power in 1949, did not dispute the 

location or the alignment of the boundary until recently when it encroached 

on Indian territory designedly, advancing step by step from equivocation to 

aggrandizement. Claims on vast areas of our territory have been made in 

utter disregard of well-established facts. The very acts of encroachment and 

aggression have been quoted as if they lent support to these claims and 

constituted their justification. It is a type of argument made familiar to 

history by those who have pursued the path of aggression. 

The people and the Government of India have all along befriended China and 

endeavoured to strengthen the bonds of friendship with it in many ways. So, 

it is all the more disappointing that the sentiments of friendship should have 

been requited with an arrogant challenge to the territorial integrity of India. 

India is wedded to the policy of peace and good neighbourliness. But the 

aggressive attitude of the Chinese Government and its unwarranted claims 

have been taken by the Indian people for what they are-a challenge to the 

territorial integrity of the country. The Indian people and the Government 



are firm in their determination to defend the integrity of India with their 

united strength. 


