
SELECTED WORKS OF JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 

Series II 

Volume 48 

(April 1 - 30, 1959) 

 

 

To the Dalai Lama: Welcome1 

I received Your Holiness' message dated the 26th March only yesterday on 

my return to Delhi. My colleagues and I welcome you and send you 

greetings on your safe arrival in India. We shall be happy to afford the 

necessary facilities for you, your family and entourage to reside in India. The 

people of India who hold you in great veneration will no doubt accord their 

traditional respect to your person.  

Kind regards.2 

                                                            
1 Telegram to the Dalai Lama, sent through K. L. Mehta, Adviser to the Government of 

Assam, 3 April 1959 
2 After the message to the Dalai Lama, the following instructions were issued by S. Dutt to 

K.L. Mehta, as part of the same telegram: 

"2. In transmitting the message, the officer concerned should also inform the Dalai Lama 

and his principal advisers that the Government of India are making the necessary 

arrangements for the Party's travel in India. 

3. If the Dalai Lama wishes to halt at Bomdila or Tezpur for rest you should fall in with his 

wishes. We are sending P.N. Menon, formerly our Consul-General in Lhasa up to Bomdila 

within the next day or two. He will be in charge of the party during: their travel to 

destination in India. We have not yet decided where the Dalai Lama should reside but 

obviously Shillong, Kalimpong or Darjeeling is out of the question. We shall send you a 

further message about this at the earliest possible. 

4. We hope you have made the necessary security arrangements. We propose sending a 

senior IB Officer from here. We shall also send one or two interpreters. Please let-us know if 

you want any other staff, which should be kept to the minimum. 

5. No person, whether Indian or foreigner, should be given Inner Line permit to meet the 

Dalai Lama and his party. When the Dalai Lama reaches Assam, we cannot altogether 



                                                                                                                                                                                                
prevent press correspondents from approaching him. P.N. Menon will be instructed how best 

to deal with them. 

6. We are instructing P.N. Menon to inform the Dalai Lama orally that it would be best for 

him not to issue any long statements to the press here at this stage. The Dalai Lama will 

undoubtedly appreciate the inadvisability of saying anything which would cause 

embarrassment to him and to us. Similar advice will also be given to members of his party. 

Since no press correspondent can meet the Dalai Lama until he comes out of the NEFA area, 

it is not necessary to convey this advice immediately, even if it were possible to do so. We 

should like all our officers who will be with the Dalai Lama and his party to observe the 

utmost discretion in what they do or say to others. 

7. [T.S.] Murti who is now in the Party should be with them until they reach their final 

destination in India. Instruct him accordingly." 


